July 24, 2006

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———————

THE HISTORY OF NICODEMUS,
KANSAS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
it is appropriate from time to time
that we reflect upon our country’s
past, study events of history, and re-
member what we have learned from
those who came before us.

The western Kansas town of
Nicodemus, though small in size, has a
rich history that can teach us much
about who we are as Kansans, and who
we are as Americans.

Discrimination and slavery are an
unfortunate part of our country’s his-
tory. Black Americans suffered great-
ly, and many fought and died to obtain
their freedom. The struggle between
pro-slavery forces and abolitionists was
fought across the country. And signifi-
cant battles took place in my home
State of Kansas during the 1850s.

The outcome of Bleeding Kansas was
a free State in the heart of an expand-
ing nation that offered hope and oppor-
tunity to former slaves. While the end
of the Civil War brought with it expec-
tations that African Americans would
finally enjoy the rights described in
our founding documents, many rights
obtained were largely stripped away by
the end of the Reconstruction period.

Many recognized the sacrifice that
Kansas had made to become a free
State. Ex slaves left the south and ven-
tured out to the vast prairies of Kansas
in search of freedom and opportunity.

The destination for many of these in-
dividuals was Nicodemus. Founded in
1877 by six African American men,
Nicodemus was formed as a community
specifically for African Americans. At
a time when prejudice and oppression
were still common, Nicodemus offered
African Americans a place to own their
own land, to make a living farming,
and to prosper in a jurisdiction allow-
ing self government.

The young community of Nicodemus
grew and prospered during the 1880s as
a result of the ingenuity of black en-
trepreneurs and the dedication and
commitment of black farmers. Though
many African Americans in the south
were denied an education, Nicodemus
established schools and educated the
town’s children. Since the bustling ac-
tivity and growth of the 1880s,
Nicodemus has had its ups and downs,
yet it today remains a community of
African Americans and a testament to
the human desire for freedom.

Nicodemus is the only remaining
western town established by emanci-
pated slaves during the reconstruction
period, and it is critical that its his-
tory not be lost.

On November 12, 1996, Congress rec-
ognized the historical significance of
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Nicodemus and established the
Nicodemus National Historic Site to
preserve, protect and interpret this
unique community. Thanks to Congres-
sional action, the National Park Serv-
ice and especially the residents of
Nicodemus, this community and its
story are being preserved for future
generations.

Each year during the last weekend in
July, Nicodemus is transformed again
into a busy community, full of activ-
ity, for the emancipation celebration.
At this event, former residents and
their families return to Nicodemus to
share stories and to enjoy one an-
other’s company.

This year, the community will not
only celebrate the first emancipation
of slaves in the western hemisphere,
but also Nicodemus’s 10th anniversary
as a National Historic Site. Nicodemus
is a special community that reminds us
both of the struggles and the accom-
plishments of African Americans.

I am proud of this community.
Nicodemus deserves to be honored for
its contributions to American history.
I commend and encourage the preserva-
tion efforts of the National Park Serv-
ice and the residents of this amazing
town.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order today.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

——
HONORING TIM FRIEDMAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, the sub-
ject of my Special Order is Tim Fried-
man, who as many of you know is the
assistant manager of the House Demo-
cratic Cloakroom.

I don’t know where to begin. I don’t
know what I am going to do without
Tim being here. I think this is his last
week and he is retiring after so many
yvears in the Cloakroom. But just to
give you an idea of some of the things
that I don’t know who is going to do
these things for me anymore: usually I
bring my cell phone on the floor. And
he has to remind me that I am not al-
lowed to have a cell phone on the floor,
so I have to put it in the back and
leave it there. And I tell him he doesn’t
have to answer it, but he usually an-
swers it.

A lot of times late at night when we
are doing Special Orders, those of you
who know that basically the food area
in the back is closed, so I have to ask
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him to open up the refrigerator and I
leave a dollar in the refrigerator and he
gets me a Coke.

My beeper breaks down on a regular
basis, and I have to leave it for Tim to
fix. Half the time it is not even broken,
but he doesn’t want to tell me that I
don’t realize it is not broken so he just
says, Oh, yeah, I fixed it, even though
it probably wasn’t broken from the be-
ginning.

Let me see what else. I have made a
list here. When we doze off in the
Cloakroom, that is big. Many of us, as
you know, are here late at night or
even during the day. If we are tired, we
lie down on the couch, and he has to
come around and gently nudge us to
make sure that we don’t miss a vote. I
don’t know, the list goes on and on. I
don’t even know where to begin.

Oh, my yellow pads. I always carry
yellow pads and I use my blue marker
to cross things out. And a lot of times
I leave them on the seat, and then I
will go back to my office and Tim will
call me up and say, Oh, Frank, you left
your yellow pad. Come on down here
and get it. He is going to save it for
me. So the list goes on.

The other thing is we have this tri-
umvirate, or three people, who are the
managers here that, as far as I know,
they have been here for as long as I can
remember, and that is Tim, Bob, and
Barry. And I cannot imagine what it is
going to be like when we are missing
one of them. So it is not only Tim, but
it is the fact that this triumvirate is
going to be gone or is going to be bro-
ken up, and I can’t imagine who is
going to replace Tim because I always
think of them as the three people that
I can always rely on. But the list goes
on.

Have you ever mnoticed that Tim
brings that green book, he brought it
down here today, that green book
which we have to sign in, I guess, for
Special Orders. It goes back I don’t
know how many years. I mean, that
thing probably belongs in the Smithso-
nian Institution. It goes back 30, 40
years. Who Kkeeps it, who gets that
green book once you leave? I guess it
will have to be either Barry or Bob.
Then the list goes on.

Let me say, Tim has an incredible
sense of humor. Not only the Clerks
and the people that work behind us,
but he as well as the other managers
have to stay late at night when we do
Special Orders. And I think you know
that the Democrats are determined to
fill every last hour of Special Orders,
and so he or Bob or Barry has to stay
here very late, usually until midnight
because that is when they are cut off.
And I always come in and kid him and
say, Are you working tonight? And I
tell him, Well, maybe I won’t do the
Special Order. And he says, Oh, no, you
can do it, you can do it. He doesn’t
really mean it. He hopes I go home, but
he tolerates us anyway. And he has a
tremendous sense of humor and makes
us laugh, which is so important, par-
ticularly with all the problems that
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